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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Goulette (5,220,999). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Goulette discloses a packaging unit (Figures 1-4) with a body 
having a closed lower end and an open upper end, a cap (12) and a floor section (22) 
that can be inserted into the open end to a predetermined extent and a means for 
connecting the floor section of the container body to the cap of another packaging unit 
by nesting the floor section in the concave portion of the cap (14, column 4, lines 47- 
61). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Goulette discloses the cross-sectional area of the floor 
section of the container body is smaller than the cross-sectional area of the open end. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Goulette discloses a step between the floor section and the 
rest of the side wall, as can be seen in the figures, between the floor section (22) and 
the side wall (26).The step would abut the upper edge of the open end, the flange (32) 
when the floor section is inserted therein. 
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6. Regarding claim 4, Goulette discloses a least one part of the means for 
connecting the floor section to another packaging unit is in the lower end of the 
container body and comprises the tapered walls of the floor section. 

7. Regarding claim 6, Goulette discloses the packaging unit has a circular cross- 
sectional area in the floor section and at the open end. 

8. Regarding claim 7 Goulette discloses the unit is made from plastic (column 3, 
lines 46-49). 

9. Regarding claim 9, Goulette discloses all of the structure required in the claim. 
The examiner considers the phrase "manufactured by injection moulding" to constitute a 
product by process limitation that does not materially affect structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goulette 
in view of Wallberg (6,158,607). Goulette discloses the invention with a projection on 
the inside of the cap but does not teach an indentation in the lower end. Wallberg 
discloses a container with a projection on the inside of the cap and an indentation in the 
bottom surface of the lower end of container body that allows a cap to engage the lower 
end. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the use of an indentation in the bottom 
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surface of the lower end of the container as disclosed by Wallberg in the packaging unit 
disclosed by Goulette to allow the projection on the inside of the cap to engage the 
lower end of a container to improve stacking of units with the cap open by reversing the 
units end for end when stacking. 

12. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goulette 
in view of Natori (4,787,552). Goulette discloses the invention except for the packaging 
unit material being polypropylene. Natori discloses a similar container and further 
discloses that this type of container may be made from polypropylene (column 1 , lines 
9-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the use of polypropylene as disclosed by 
Natori in the packaging unit disclosed by Goulette because it is known in the art to use 
polypropylene for this type of container. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HARRY A. GROSSO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4539. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
from 7am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/501,702 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3781 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anthony D Stash ick/ 
Anthony Stashick 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3781 
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